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INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF UNIVE RSITY WOMEN
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DES FEMMES DIPLOMEES DES VNIVERSI TES
37 Quai Wilson, 1201 Geneva, Switzerl and

SPECIAL EDITION
AUGUST

1975

THE UNITED NATIONS WORLD CONFERENCE
OF THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR
*

AND THE NGO TRIBUNE
*
Placed high among the major events of International Women ' s Year are the
UN World Conference of the IWY and the NGO (non-governmental organizations)
Tribune, both held in Mexico City from 19 June to 2 July 1975 .
This special edition of the IFUW Communique aims to give prompt information
about these meetings, togethe1, with an outline of some of the goals agreed on
to be achieved. The first section is a combined report from the two IFUW
observers at the Conference, Elizabeth May and Daphne Purves , (IFUW President
and First Vice-President respectively) . The last section consists of a
briefing given by Helvi SipiUi., Secretary-General of the Conference, and UN
Assist~nt Secretary-General for Social Dev£.lopment and H~-rnanitarian Affairs .

*
PART I
IMPRESSIONS - OF THE CONFERENCE AND THE TRIBUNE

"Equality, Development, and Peace"
Issues
The main issue of the !WY Conference emerged very clearly on the day of the
Inauguration : " Is equality between men and women possible in underdeveloped
coun tries where women , as mothers and homemakers, are living in appalling
conditi ons of overcrowding, hunger, ignorance and ill-health?" The President
of Mexico , Luis Echeverria, supported very strongly in his keynote address the
concept that equality must be integrated with economic development. He said
that sweeping changes in the world economy are necessary in terms of the UN
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States before women, as well as men,
can be truly liberated.

-
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In later conf erence sessions we heard much about the pitiable conditions of
women in und erprivi leged areas of the world. Imelda Marcos, First Lady of
the Philippines, said that for an Asian woman scrabbling for her children's
food in the rubble of war, the demand for equal pay is a sheer mockery; for
such a woman, life is an equal share in the struggle for survival. Delegates
from Tunisia, the Libyan Arab Republic, and the Sudan,made the point that the
lot of the wife is inextricably bound up with the lot of her husband in the
struggle for existence.
The Communist block supported the developing nations in their plea for economic
and social developmen t and peace. They blamed the super-powers for failing to
reveal the real causes of discrimination against women - imperialism,
neo-colonialism, racism, and foreign domination.
It appeared at one stage that the rights of women would be overlooked in the
enthusiasm for improving the lot of humanity. Elizabeth Reid, leader of the
Australian d elegation , brought the Conference back to a realization of its
primary function when she said that progress in development does not necessarily bring equality; too often the new society benefits women no more than
the old, for th eir brothers in the struggle carry within them the seeds of
prejudice. This view was supported by not only deve loped nations such as the
USA, but also some developing countries, for example Sierra Leone, and the real
issu es of feminism were seen in a better perspective. However, as is the way
1.n UN Conferences, the debate continued to be a forum for political statements
ad nauseam.
The principal issue for women was improvement of their status. Kutt Waldheim,
Secretary-General of the UN, saw the IWY Conference as, "an historic moment: in
the advancement of women's rights", He said that improvement of the status of
women and the education of women must not be regarded as a luxury. Helvi Sipila,
Secretary-General of the IWY Conference, saw this first intergovernmental conference in the world where women formed part of almost every delegation as a
forum for changing the attitudes of both men and women. She challenged women
to show more interest in the world around them,
Luis Echeverria described the aspirations of IWY as embodying an act of justice
towards one-half of the human race. This act of justice must be achieved in
different ways in different societies,
Specific issu es of the Conference included family planning, literacy, women's
participation in decision-making, women's le gal capacity and property rights,
social security of the family, nutrition, the full integration of women in
development - in short, world-wide emancipation of women.
Those who were eager to obtain a dialogue of substantive issues concerning women
were disappointed that the IWY Conference became a forum for many member states
to promote political interests. As a consequence, the Conference was split
down the middle to the detriment of dialogue about improving the condition of
women. In spite of all the political pressures, however, there was solidarity
in the battle to elimina_te sexism, and the Conference could claim many positive
achievements, including the unanimous adoption of the World Plan of Action.
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Participation
One hundred and ten delegates were present at the opening session and more
arrived later with women outnumbering men by about five to one. It came
th en as something of a surprise that a man, Pedro Ojeda Paullada, Mexican
Attorney-General, was elected President of the Conference. Some members
saw this election as an affront to feminism, others as a striking example
of the cooperation bP.tween men and women as partners in progress. One of
the committees elected an African women as Chairperson, H.E. Jeanne Martin
Cisse, Ambassad~r and Permanent Representative of Guinea to the UN and she
directed the work of Committee 1 with distinction, as it considered the
World Plan of Action and drafted 894 amendments and 11 resolutions.
One female head of state, Sirimavo Bandaranaike, Prime Minister of Sri
Lanka, was present to give an address in the second plenary session.
Imelda Marcos and H.I.H. Princess Ashraf Pahlavi of Iran, Chairperson of
the Consultative Committee for the IWY Conference, also gave addresses in
this session.
Several governmental delegations included wives of heads of state, for
example, Mrs Sadat of Egypt, Mrs Margaret Whitlam of Australia, Mrs Lea
Rabin of Israel, Mrs Viola Burnham of Guyana, Heads of delegations were
mostly women of attainment, such as Shirley Summerskill MP,of the United
Kingdom; Fran~oise Giraud, Secretaire d'Etat a la condition feminine, of
France; Katherine Focke, German Federal Minister for Youth, Family Affairs
and Health; the Hon. Annie Jiagge of Ghana; H.E. Prabha Rao, Minister of
Education to the Government of Maharashtra in India; Elizabeth Reid,
Adviser to the Prime Minister of Australia on Women's Issues; and the Hon.
T. W. M. Tirikatene-Sullivan of New Zealand, Minister of Tourism and the
Environment.
In addition to 133 countries which sent delegates to the Conference were
representatives of 23 UN agencies such as Unesco, FAO, WHO , plus 10
intergovernmental bodies, observers for 8 national liberation movements,
and accredited observers from 113 non-governmental organizations of
which at least 65 were in consultative status with ECOSOC. IFUW falls
in this last category, with the privilege of sending two observers,

Meanwhile at the Tribune . . .
Concurrently with the intergovernmental UN Conference, there was held in
the Convention Hall of the Centro Medico of Mexico City, an IWY Tribune, an
indep endent non-governmental forum open to all women and men interested in
attending . Its purpose was to bring together people with varied backgrounds
from all geographic areas of the world for an exchange of information and
opinion on the position of women. Individuals could attend in their own
right, but in fact, most had affiliation with some organization. It was
estimated that some 600 organizations were represented, ranging all the
way from the International Planned Parenthood Federation to the International
Lesbian Caucus, a total of 6000 to 7000 persons from 82 countries, including
a large contingent from Mexico itself. Many of these organizations were
promoting some cause, . eg: Amne sty International, Catholic Women for Free
Choice, National Organization for Non-Parenthood (NON), male feminists, and
groups for and against abortion . There was a workshop on prostitution.
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The Tribune was an opportunity for the lunatic fringe to express its ideas,
and for extremists in the feminist movement, such as Betty Friedan, to make
their voices heard. And the voices were often loud indeed, with shouting,
heckling, 'and many demonstrations. The Tribune was a lively place, with
dancing, acting, singing, and display of crafts.
Tribune members complained that they had no part in amending the World
Plan of Action. But certainly the cross-fertilization of ideas was strong.
It is to be hoped that the enthusiasm generated at the Tribune for improvement in the status of women will be taken home by the participants to their
own countries, where they should assert their influence on their own
governments to carry out the decisions of the Tribune . As for the decisions of the Conference, the procedure is not very different .
The UN cannot compel governments to act; it can suggest and persuade. In
the last analysis, it is the energy, the enthusiasm and work of individuals ,
either alone or through organizations, that can influence the patterns of
society in their own communities .

World Plan
A central element in the advance planning for the Conference was a document
entitled the "World Plan of Action" with supporting plans for various regions.
Particular emphasis in the plan is given to what national action is suggested.
Specific targets for national action before 1980 include "marked increase in
literacy of women, especially young women; _extension of vocational training
in basic skills, including modern methods of farming. '' Other targets concern
education, employment, needs of rural women, equality in voting, in elections ,
in pay , and in legal capacity. Special emphasis is attached to a proposed
increase in participation of women in policy-making positions . Voluminous
documentation is available - very good documentation - to assist the
consideration of all these aspects of the economic, social,legal, and
personal position of women, with separate attention to the situation in
different regions and individual countries. So extensive is the documentation that it is difficult to cope with the multifarious challenges to traditional ways. A quiet revolution is called for, but the debate on how to
proceed , what to do first, has been anything but quiet. When for the first
time in the history of the world, a forum is made available which provides
a loud speaker for centuries of women's frustrations, it is not surprising
that the sounds are loud and the words less than clear. Instant redress of
ancient grievances is not possible; but many lack the patience to put step
one before step two .

University Women
Among those present in Mexico City in the Conference delegations 1n various
capacities were many university women, From Japan there was Taki Fujita,
formerly President of Tsuda College. From El Salvador there was Flor de
Maria de Hasbun, now Pr~sident of the El Salvador Association of University
Women. Both these members were leaders of their delegations. Among the
official delegates and alternates were Suwarni Saljo, President of the
Indonesian Association of University Women; Mrs Seotanto and Maftuchan
Jusuf, also of Indonesia; Aurora Fernandez Fernandez, President of the
Federation of University Women of Mexico; Nary Gichuru of Kenya;
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Esperanza Centena Sequeira, President of the Nicaraguan Association of
University Women; Jeanne Chaton of France; and Miriam Dell CBE, of
New Zealand.
Although channels of communication were limited owing to the divided
location, the myriad activities, and the un expectedly large numbers,
observers from many IFUW affiliates were present in many different
capacities, both in the Conferenc e and in th e Tribune. No authoritative
count could be taken but by person-to-per s on contact, members from affiliates in th e followin g countries made th ems elves known: Argentina,
Australia, Canada, El Salvador, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Iran,
Japan, Kenya, Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Philippines,
Thailand, and USA.
Because there were present at the Tribune representatives from women's
groups of every persuasion, cons ervative and radical, old and young,
political and ideological, general and special, there was great pressure
for meeting rooms to accommodate discussion of specific issues. After a
room was assigned for one hour for university women, _the grapevine of communication passed the word. Even a last minute change of time did not
prevent the attendance of some 100 members who talked about current
problems in higher education. The discussion was lively and only the
inescapable tyranny of the clock prevented comments from more countries.
Clearly the statements by representatives from Mexico, Indonesia, Korea,
Germany, New Zealand, and USA reflected common concerns. One speaker
expressed de ep disappointment th a t the more substantive aspects of the
real problems as envisioned by university women had not received adequate
consideration. There was evident concurrence with the opinion that
organized university women should try to orient themselves to where the
action is.
To extend the opportunity for informal exchange of ideas, the members
present at the meeting of university women were invited to lunch together.
On a pleasant sunny day in the garden of the Maria Cristina Hotel, where the
sound of the fountain drowned out the noise of traffic, some 40 members met
to enjoy a barbeque. The snapping of cameras and exchange of addresses
gave promise that th e se new-found friends would not be lost to each other.
Many a university women perceived international personal contacts in a new
light. Especially welcome were the large number of young Mexican members
who added to the gaity.

Cooperation With Others
How to be where the action is,has concerned the IFUW for some time.
In a period of rapid change, all voluntary organizations must review
their ways and if nec essary revi s e proc edures, if they wish to continue
to be effective. All international non-gov ernmental organizations like
the IFUW are depend ent on the UN and its sp ecialized ag encies for information which results from debat e in the UN f orum and for the technical
assistance which come s from th e we ll-or gani zed secretariat. But the UN
itself is changing and so must th e rel a ti ons hip with v oluntary agencies.
The membership in the UN has grown and ch anged. New t ypes of issues have
come to the fore.

-
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In recent years individual members have developed a new awareness of how
urgent it .is to work jointly with other countries because so many problems
are world-wide and people are interd ependent. The Stockholm Conference on
the Environment, the Bucharest Conference on Population, the Rome Food
Conference, and now the Mexico City Conference on Women are telling examples
of joint interests. These and other UN conferences to come are the stuff
that our lives are made of. We can no longer leave such subjects to
far-away officials.
Other international NGOs have a network of members who, like IFUW, want to
have some input in UN deliberations. They want to be able to influence UN
decisions. If they can hammer out a common position which is made known to
national affiliates, they can hope to have an impact on national governments a joint and common impact.
In New York NGOs attached to UN agencies developed three statements on
status of women
for the Mexico City Conference: one on obstacles to
women, one on rural women, and one on targets for five years after International Women's Year, A summary statement was read in the plenary session:
IFUW was one of the NGOs signing these statements. In Geneva and in Paris,
representatives of NGOs (including IFUW) worked on comments and suggestions
in relation to the Conference.
Among all the NGOs in Mexico City, those with widespread networks and a
special interest in women decided that after all the protest and discord,
the time was ripe for sober consid e ration of practical issues. A panel
discussion was organized to try to identify practical proj ects for all
countries of the world in such fields as literacy, education, vocational
guidance, assistance to rural women, and how to enable women to take
their proper place in decision-making.
For the future these women's NGOs will continue to collaborate. Those
represented in Mexico City, including the Interna tional Federation of
Business and Professional Women, the International Alliance of Women,
the International Council of Women, the International Federation of
University Women, among others, felt strongly th a t new and more effective
forms of collaboration would be fruitful, They agreed that projects
must be suitable for conditions in each country, that the less developed
countries can help the more developed, and the more developed can help the
less developed - and that action is what counts.

Where do we go from here?
What is the message for IFUW from the UN World Conference of the
International Women's Year? The World Plan of Action as amended at
the Conference stresses the role of voluntary organizations:
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"The active involvement of NGO women's organizations
in the achievement of the goals of the 10-year World
Plan of Action at every level and especially by the
effective utilization of volunteer experts and in
setting up and in running of institutions and
projects for the welfare of women and the dissemination of information for their advancement. "
(Paragraph 48 Chapter I of the
World Plan of Action)

Some more specific tasks for women's organizations are:
1. To monitor legislation in our own countries that arises from the IWY
Conference . An annual review should be undertaken and submissions
made to delinquent governments .
2. To take the lead in our communities to inform women of their legal
rights and how they may seek redress. Far too many women within
and without trade unions passively accept inequalities through
sheer ignorance.
3. To influence, or use , the news media, as appropriate, in favour of
a better image of women, and to inform women of their rights, opportunities and responsibilities.
4. To compile rosters of women qualified to serve on local , national, or
international decision-making boards.
5. To influence public opinion, throu gh publicity, seminars and special
campaigns, in favour of an improvement of the status of women in
our communities .
6. To promote research activities to identify discriminatory practices
in education, training, and employment.
7. To hold vocational guidance seminars that will include employers as well
as students and their parents .

Members of IFUW and its affiliates should take the lead, as educated women ,
to use their education for the benefit of all . IFUW Headquarters already
has an impressive list of projects undertaken by national affiliates for
IWY and would like to hear of further activities, innovations, and grass-roots
projects to improve the condition of women.
We recommend to national affiliates a study of the UN World Plan of Action
as amended at the IWY Conference. This plan provides guidelines for national
action over a 10-year period from 1975 to 1985 as part of a sustained, longterm effort to achieve the objectives of IWY .

- Elizabeth May and Daphne Purves
2 July 1975
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MINIMUM TARGETS

FOR 1975 - 1980
*
TAKEN FROM THE WORLD PLAN OF ACTION
ADOPTED BY
THE HORLD CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN ' S YEAR

*
(Paragraph 46)
By the end of the first five-year period (1975-1980) the achievement of the
following should be envisaged as a minimum :

( a) Harked 1-ncr-:lse. in liter acy ar.d c1.·n.c educat ion of vcmen, e spec ially
i n rural areas ;

(b) The extension of co-educational technical and vocational training 1.n
basic skills to women and men in the industrial and agricultural
sectors ;

( c) E~ual access at every level of education, compulsory primary school
education and the measures necessary to prevent school drop-outs ;

(d) I ncreased employment opportunities for women, reduction of the
unemployment and increased efforts to eliminate discrimination in
th e terms and conditions of employment;

( e ) The establishment and increase of the infrastructural services
r e quired in both rural and urban areas;

(f) The enactment of l eg islation on voting and eligibility for election
on equal terms with men and equal opportunity and conditions of
employment including remuneration and on equality in legal capacity
and the exercise thereof;

- 9 -

(g) To encourage a greater participation of women in policy-making
positions at the local, national and international levels;

(h) Increased provision for comprehensive measures for health education
and services, sanitation, nutrition, family education, family
planning and other welfare services;

(i) Provision for parity in the exercise of civil, social and political
rights such as those pertaining to marriag e , citizenship and commerce;

(j) Recognition of the economic value of women's work in the home in

domestic food production and marketing and voluntary activities not
traditionally remunerated;

(k) To direct formal, non-formal and life-long education towards the
re-evaluation of the man and woman, in order to ensure their full
realization as an individual in the family and in society;

(1) The promotion of women's organizations as an interim measure within
workers organizations and educational, economic and professional
institutions;

(m) The development of modern rural technology, cottage industry, preschool day centres, time and ener gy saving devices so as to help
reduce the heavy work load of women, particularly those living in
rural sectors and for the urban poor and thu s facilitate the full
participation of women in community, nation a l and international
affairs;

(n) The establishment of an inter-disciplinary and multi-sectoral
machinery within the government for accelerating the achievement of
equal opportunities for women and their full integration into
national life.

-oOo-
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PART II

THE UN WORLD CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR
A BRIEFING BY HELVI SIPILA

This is the transcript of a briefing held on? July 1975,
at the United Nations Office in Geneva, for representatives
of non-governmental organizations.
This is the moment for a first evaluation of what this World Conference of th e International Women's Year has meant. I would like to
share with you some of my thoughts in this rega rd .
1.
Never before have \/omen and men, repre sent ing 133 governments,
31 inter-governmental, and 113 non-governmental organizations and 7
liberation movements, come together to deal with problems of women both from the woman's point of view and in conn ect ion with problems
of the society which affect the situation of women and which are in turn
affected by the condition of women.

2.
Never before have 891 women represented 131 governments at any
conference or any other session of the United Nations or any other organization in the Unit ed Nations sys te m.

3.
Never before have there been so many high ranking women present
at ~nd participat ing in tl,e United Nations session, beainning from the
First Woman Prime Minister of the world , H.E. Mrs Bandaranaike, the
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, the spouses of many lleads of States and
Governments, beginning from Mrs Ech everr ia, the First Lady of our ho s t
country, who so faithfully followed all our deliberations in this Conference.

4.
Never before have so many Heads of States and governments sent
messages to a Conference expressing their particular support to its goals
and objectives. Among th.cm were also two women, the only elected woman
He ad· of Stat e , President Peron of Argentina and the Prime Minister of
India, Mrs Indira Gandhi.
5.

Never before have so many women been in the front pages or at
least other than t he so-called woman's pages of newspapers, which until
now have normal ly featured men only as the main actors in our human drama.

6.

Never before has the world seen so much data collect ed and analyzed
about the situ atio n and the role of women in various fields all over the
world.

7.
Never before h as a United Natjons Conference attr n cted the mass
me dia and the non .. governmc ntal circl es to such an extent - with over 1 1 500 representatives of the mass media covering it and over 5,000 persons
participating in the parallel activities, arrangeu in conn ecti on with it.
8.

Never before has. there been such a ,rnrld-wide mobil ization of human
and material resources at national, regional and glo b a l level, for intensified action in order to implement principles conta in e d in the goals and
objectives of the International Wome n's Year and adopted by the United
Nations in form of Declarations, Conventions, Reso lutions, Strategics and
programmes throu gho ut the past three decades.

....

-
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9.

All this indicates that the timeliness and the importance of
the International Women's Year and this World Conference have been
proved in a most convincing way.

10.
Thi s Conference will go into history as a turning point in human
history.
It is indeed significant that at the time of the JOth Anniversary
of the United Nations the until now silent part of the population of the
memb er nations, consisting of women, now forms a majority of over twothird s of the participants of this Conference.
11.
This Conference has also shown that there is no male/female confrontation.
If ·we disagree on issu es at this inter-governmental conference our opinions are bas ed on differ ent political and socio-e conomic
or cultural situations, different experiences and different needs, not on
sex.
If we have sometimes been disappointed at the lack of agreement
and if we are wondering how to achieve one of our goals , namely wome n's
increasing contribution to the development of fri end ly relations among
States and the strengthening of int e rnat ional peace, we mus t have realized,
however, that even in our increasingly inter-dependent world we have to
accept the existing realities which d etermin e the policies of our nation
Stat es of today. We cannot change them within two weeks. Nor have we
the capacity to do so as the actual political and economic issues will be
decid ed on at other fora.
12.
Opinions have been expressed during this Conference to the effect
that political and economic issues which are not directly dealing with
problems of women only have meant deviations fr om the actual purpose of
this Conference.
Others have held that improveme nt in the status of ,-mmen cannot
be reali zed witi10ut solutions in polit ical ancl economic i,:cobl erns .
Some have been convinced that the solution in these fields and
particularly economic and social development, will automaticRlly solve
problems of women, eliminating the discrimination against women and bringing about equality between the sexes.
While realizing that political constraints and lack of development is a most serious obstacle and often a reason for mul tipli_e d diffi•cul ties in the case of women, others have insiste d that their solution
and developme nt as such do es not solve these problems without structural
chan ges and spec ial measures.
lJ.
Although there was no male/female confrontation at the Conference,
an observation h as been made that there has be en predominately male participation in the debate on primarily political issues. This suggests that
men until now have participated more fully in the international affairs
in the political field.
14.
On the other hand our Conference will always be remembered as the
first meeting organized by the United Nations at which a large number of
women had an opportunity to give ample evidence of their interest and
their ability to fully participate in the issues of a political and economic
char acter .
Not only the problems of women , but al s o problems of their countries
and their regions were e·xpressed by women delegates with de e p conviction
and human dignity. This left no doubt of the ability of wome n to participate
fully in the work of the United Nation s and all organizations in its sys tem,
as well as in all other inter-governmental organizations, both in policy..
making bodies in all fields, not only in the traditional areas where women

-...
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have worked until now, and in administration. There is, therefore, a
most realistic hope that subsequent meetings of the United Nations will
sec a much .large r number of women participating in work in every field,
including political, financial, economic and admlnistrative questions
and that there would soon be an abundance of we ll qualified women in
responsible posts in the Secretariats of these orgD.nizations.

15.
At the end of thi s Conference we have to seriously ask of ourselves, what we accomplished, what this Conference gave to the world and
what impact it will have on the future of humanity.
16.

The results arc both tangibl e and intangible: Among the tangible
ones , the most important practical achievement was the adoption of the
World Plan of Action for implementation of th e objectives of the International Women 's Year. This document, Khich i s to be implemented within
a dec ade , cont ains the first comprehensive global programme for the realization of already adopted principles. This new instrument is going to be
a most valuable unifyin g factor among the human family, wherever we reside
and however different the circumst ances are, in , ,I,ich we have to implement
its various provislons. The important declaration adopted today, as an
expression of principles, is another instnimcnt ,,,hich united us, notwi thstanding differences of opjnion in some parts of it. The various reso.lu~
tio ns underline the significance of certain issues and mal,e prov isions
for riational, regional and global implementation of our plans.

17.

But in addition to these tangibl e achievements, there are many
intangible ones.
I have mentioned at the beginning of my speech some
aspects which characterize the uniqueness of this Conference. Rut one
coul d add many ot~ers, the value of which may not even be fully reaU zed
at this rnon,ent. \,'e have learnt to kn01-r hundred s ::if t::.lcnt.cd ,,·omen and men
frn111 fJ11 pa ,. . t.:; of :.h(! w· ,r l( 1 ,. ·.,r-::: hnvr• C-lC:.:-ttccl t' :.10, ~ ~~-jf;t,:rho c,d 0nd b1~oi..l1~r .. ,
hoo d , a new solidarity a11,l partnership, ,-rhich will not end at ·.,he end of
the Conference but ,dlJ. be strengthened during the years to come whE.:n we
i mplc:ncr>t our plans and programmes, jointly and separate ly, le;:1rning from
each o"i her and ha.sing our ne,; efforts of international cooperation on the
new understanding of the , ;orld and its people, created during our Conference in Hexico.
This is 11hat the Conference has given us, this is what 1-iexico has
giVL'l1 us~ and froa1 all corners of the world our thoughts ,-,ill return to
Mexico , here we together experienced something :invaluable, a new unclct'standing of our membership in the worlu\'lide human fami ly and our common
heri tage , on thi s planet for the future of which we al l are equally
respo nsib le.

18.

And isn I t this ,,hat all of us desired out of the Conference:
a
d eep hmaan c:-qJerience in which the longings of won,cn all over the world for
just.ice and a hctter life ,,ere palpably experienced on a per."on-to-person
and a nation-to-nation basis? We le ave here with a. new vision. Now, tired
tho us.1 we arc, i..he real 11ork has just begun.

In closing I would like to quote some words from a letter from one
of our African delegates, wri ti..en before her dep:irture:
"We shall return home with a messaae of hope for millions
of our le ss fortunate sisters."
Let this spirit inspire us all.

UN Ref: INF/75/5
10 July 1975

